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Nazarenes, Who Are We – Part III
We will continue our focus on the foundation for the
Nazarene faith with our next 5Articles of Faith:
VIII. Repentance
Repentance, which is a sincere and thorough change of
the mind in regard to sin, involving a sense of personal
guilt and a voluntary turning away from sin, is demanded
of all who have by act or purpose become sinners against
God.
We believe that all persons may fall from grace and
apostatize and, unless they repent of their sins, be
hopelessly and eternally lost. We believe that regenerate
persons need not return to sin but may live in unbroken
fellowship with God through the power of the indwelling
Holy Spirit who bears witness with our spirits that we are
children of God.
IX. Justification, Regeneration, and Adoption
We believe that justification is the gracious and judicial
act of God by which He grants full pardon of all guilt and
complete release from the penalty of sins committed, and
acceptance as righteous, to all who believe on Jesus
Christ and receive Him as Lord and Savior.
We believe that regeneration, or the new birth, is that
gracious work of God whereby the moral nature of the
repentant believer is spiritually quickened and given a
distinctively spiritual life, capable of faith, love, and
obedience.
We believe that adoption is that gracious act of God by
which the justified and regenerated believer is constituted
a child of God.
We believe that justification, regeneration, and adoption
are simultaneous in the experience of seekers after God
and are obtained upon the condition of faith, preceded by
repentance; and that to this work and state of grace the
Holy Spirit bears witness.
X. Christian Holiness and Entire Sanctification
We believe that sanctification is the work of God which
transforms believers into the likeness of Christ. It is
wrought by God’s grace through the Holy Spirit in initial
sanctification, or regeneration (simultaneous with
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justification), entire sanctification, and the continued
perfecting work of the Holy Spirit culminating in
glorification. In glorification we are fully conformed to
the image of the Son.
We believe that entire sanctification is that act of God,
subsequent to regeneration, by which believers are
made free from original sin, or depravity, and brought
into a state of entire devotement to God, and the holy
obedience of love made perfect.
XI. The Church
We believe in the Church, the community that
confesses Jesus Christ as Lord, the covenant people of
God made new in Christ, the Body of Christ called
together by the Holy Spirit through the Word.
God calls the Church to express its life in the unity and
fellowship of the Spirit; in worship through the
preaching of the Word, observance of the sacraments,
and ministry in His name; by obedience to Christ, holy
living, and mutual accountability.
The mission of the Church in the world is to share in
the redemptive and reconciling ministry of Christ in the
power of the Spirit. The Church fulfills its mission by
making disciples through evangelism, education,
showing compassion, working for justice, and bearing
witness to the kingdom of God.
XII. Baptism
We believe that Christian baptism, commanded by our
Lord, is a sacrament signifying acceptance of the
benefits of the atonement of Jesus Christ, to be
administered to believers and declarative of their faith
in Jesus Christ as their Savior, and full purpose of
obedience in holiness and righteousness.
Baptism being a symbol of the new covenant, young
children may be baptized, upon request of parents or
guardians who shall give assurance for them of
necessary Christian training.
Baptism may be
administered by sprinkling, pouring, or immersion,
according to the choice of the applicant.
Again, we encourage you to familiarize yourself
with these foundational statements of belief so you
know who we are. May the Lord bless and keep you.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
1 – Darlene Roach
6 – Van & Becky Garner
7 – Craig Smith
11 – Phoebe Barr
13 – Lillian Love
17 – Laura Lee
Craig & Libby Smith

June Happenings

19 – Diane Bowker
Dave Chapman
Daniel Joslin
22 – Gary & Judy Rice
24 – Kathy Parker
26 – Beth Garner
Carol Harmady
28 – Galen Clark

2 – Shelling Trip to Sanibel Island
13 – Food Distribution
14 – Church Board Meeting 10 A.M.
17 – Father’s Day – NO PM SERVICE
18-22 – South FL Teen Camp – BRAVE!
24-29 – Work & Witness Team coming

July – 16-20 Vacation Bible School

Prayer Needs:
Patrick Lindsey
Jerry Lee
Orion Predko
Laurel & Dorothy Chapman
Matthew Morgan Michael Romano
Paul & Grace Boling
Phyllis Obney
Ida Chaplow
George Smith
Phoebe Barr
Beth Kurland
Sheryl Colie & Family
Joseph Groves
Eileen Massett
Ernie Rybold
Regina Williams Alice Daugherty
Kenny & Gail Goodman
Bonnie Rose
Eileen Jennings
Raymond Jungles
Annie Krapu
Ken Vandelinde
Steven Leo
Janice O’Lynn
Jeff Werling
Sandy Reedy
Pearl Buchkoski Jerry & Deane Werling
Marlene Ryan
Kitty Baxter
House of James Ministries
A Youth Pastor Unsaved Loved Ones
Our military, our leaders & our nation

Janet VanSkiver
Ryan Woodby
Ardyth Eldridge
Mark & Kim Barr
July
Louis Perez
Janice O’Lynn
Vanessa Hinckley
Cody Church
Betty Retter
The Nation of Israel
Our Church Leaders

2018 Southern Florida
Teen Camp

June 18 – 22 @ Lake Placid Camp &
Conference Center
Cost is $185 before June 4, $200 after that

BRAVE!
Register online at sfnazarene.org

We are excited to be partnering with the Harry Chapin Food
Bank to help feed the hungry and provide for the needy in
North Fort Myers. We need volunteers to help with the
distribution on Wednesday, May 13, from 4:00 to 6:00 PM, to
help with a variety of tasks. Please spread the word to
anyone you think could benefit from this special outreach
and join us as we partner to help those in need. Thank you
for being the hands and feet of Jesus in North Fort Myers.

The Teenagers are Coming!! The Teenagers are Coming!!
June 24 – 29, we are excited to be hosting a group of 22 teenagers and 8 adults, who will be descending
on North Fort Myers and lending us a hand in making some upgrades and improvements around our
church building. They will be helping some of our church folks with some work around their homes as
well. We are thankful and blessed to be receiving this terrific group of young people. Please be in
prayer for their safety on the roads and for their time with us as we welcome these wonderful folks.

Faith Promise giving, the prayerful commitment to regularly contributing to the
work of worldwide evangelism, is a method utilized by many churches for raising
financial support for missions. For the Church of the Nazarene, the monies given
through Faith Promise are dedicated specifically to the support of Nazarene missions
through Nazarene Missions International (NMI). These contributions support 700
missionaries from 50 countries serving in 162 world areas – serving in churches,
hospitals, orphanages, clinics, mission centers, schools, universities, seminaries and
more.
On July 8, Drs. Bruce and Peggy Oldham will be our guests for our 2018 Faith
Promise emphasis. Bruce serves as the president of our Asia-Pacific Nazarene
Theological Seminary, located in Manila, Philippines. Bruce earned the Ed. D. in
Higher Education Leadership from Vanderbilt University in 2005, and Peggy earned
a doctoral degree in education leadership from Spalding University in 2008. They
have served in various positions of leadership in Nazarene higher education across
the U.S. The Oldhams will be leading in worship for our Faith Promise Sunday
morning service. We encourage you to make every effort to take part in that service
and be in prayer for how you can participate in Faith Promise giving.

Turning off Autopilot

doctrine; but wanting to have their ears
tickled, they will accumulate for themselves
teachers in accordance to their own desires,
and will turn away their ears from the truth
and will turn aside to myths. But you, be
sober in all things, endure hardship, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
What has God called you to do? Are you fulfilling the
ministry he has called you to?
Coasting might get you to heaven but it will not
grow the Kingdom of God the way it needs to be built.
God knows you can’t build the Kingdom on your own.
Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 4:7-9 (NASB)
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels,
so that the surpassing greatness of the power
will be of God and not from ourselves; we are
afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted,
but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed;

Like many kids from the 60’s and 70’s I rode my bike
almost everywhere I wanted or needed to go. Me and the
kids from the neighborhood would ride over to the local
Kmart to buy cheap candy. It was mostly a flat ride with
very few hills or valleys. But the one big hill was on the
way home. You had to clime it to be able to coast down
the other side into our driveway and home. We had very
little traffic in our neighborhood so we would just let it
rip.
When it comes to coasting as adults I think we would
all have to admit we enjoy those times when we can put
our lives on “autopilot” and coast for a while. The jobs
and responsibilities of our lives have oftentimes become
routine, so, we take on the attitude that “if it’s not broke
don’t fix it” becomes the mantra of our lives. This works
if you have no need to grow or get better at what you do
or who you are. But if you want to rise above the status
quo you really cannot afford to coast.
The same is true on our walk with Christ. “As leaders 2 Corinthians 6:1-2
in the body of Christ, it can be tempting to ‘coast.’ Coast
And working together with Him, we also
on ministry accolades. Coast on church growth methods.
urge you not to receive the grace of God in
Coast on attendance. Coast on status. Coast on bestvain— for He says,
selling books. Coast on a thriving congregation.
‘At the acceptable time I listened to you,
Coasting basically says that complacency is preferred
And on the day of salvation I helped you.’
over increased Kingdom demonstration. To coast in
Behold, now is ‘the acceptable time,’ behold,
ministry or in our personal walks with God, we are
now is ‘the day of salvation’—
choosing a certain place to ‘level off’ at. We choose to go
‘this far and no more.’ We choose to be okay with what
While reading this, is there someone the Holy Spirit
we know and what we’ve seen. Maybe this describes has brought to your mind that needs Him? You may
you—" Larry Sparks. Ask for the Rain: Receiving Your be the only person in their lives who has the influence
Inheritance of Revival & Outpouring (pp. 17-18).
and will have the opportunity to lead then to salvation.
You may not be a church leader, but as a Christian
Don’t coast. Get in there and build the Kingdom!
you are called to help build the Kingdom not level off.
Blessings, Pastor Van
2 Timothy 4:1-5 (NASB)
I solemnly charge you in the presence of God
and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living
Turn off autopilot and
and the dead, and by His appearing and His
kingdom: preach the word; be ready in
get in the race.
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort, with great patience and instruction. For
the time will come when they will not endure
sound endure sound doctrine; but wanting to
have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for
NorthtoFort
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